Two years go by so fast.

When [ arrived in Kikuyo back in August
of 2008, I had no idea what to expect. What
would my schools be like? Would I be able to
get by with my limited Japanese? Could I
inspire the children to want to learn English?

My first memories of this town are of the
heat and the sound of cicadas. This is fol-
lowed quickly by the kindness of the Board of
Education, the Town Office and the citizens
themselves of Kikuyo. In my time here I have
visited kindergartens and elementary schools,
taught adults conversational English and
spent most of my time at Musashigaoka
Junior High School. I have travelled with my
students and learnt about Japanese history. I
have played tag until I couldn’t breathe. I
have scared other classes with the noisiness
of English games. I have been so proud
watching my students give their best at the
English recitation contests. Every school that
I have gone to has shown such an enthusiasm
for learning and teaching that it has taken my
breath away and pushed me to be better.

Kikuyo town has given me so many
memories. From biking around San San Park
to shopping at Youme Town, the view of Mt.
Aso in the distance and the smiling faces of
the students at Sports Day, there is so much
beauty, happiness, fun and warmth of heart
here that [ am so sorry to have to leave
behind.

On August 11th I will return to Vancou-
ver, Canada to continue my career as a librar-
ian. Everything I experienced here has
helped me grow and I will take it all with me
as I move on to the next stage of my life.

Thank you everyone. I will never forget
you.

Katherine.
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