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I still remember that hot humid day when I
arrived in Kikuyo three years ago, greeted by the
sound of cicadas and endless rice fields, a far cry
from the city life of my hometown Denver. I
couldn’t understand any Japanese and I wasn’t
sure what to expect. How would I do simple things
like go shopping, ride a bus, or even eat? I was
very worried about how [ would survive in Japan.

But it turns out that I didn’t have to be worried.
The people of Kikuyo Town were so kind and
helpful to me. The shopkeepers helped me count
Japanese yen, the train conductors wrote down
times for me, and Kikuyo children would call out,
“Hello!” wherever I went. I was shocked at how
wonderful and gracious the people in Kikuyo
Town were. I am convinced that I live in the best
town in Japan!

I have taught all ages from 2 to 80 years old.
Teaching at kindergarten, Sakura, Midori, Shi-
ragiku and Nakayoshi, has been one of my favorite
experiences because the children are so excited to
learn English. Teaching at elementary schools,
Minami, Kita and Chubu was another fantastic ex-
perience because the children and teachers are so
energetic to learn about English and foreign cul-
tures. Teaching at Kikuyo Junior High School was
an amazing experience because as the students
progressed in English, they became able to com-
municate with me more and more. Teaching Eng-
lish conversation at Sanrigi Center was another
great memory for me because we got to know
each other very well and I consider everyone good
friends. I am thankful to my students for helping
me to understand Japan more.

In August I will return to the US to continue my
studies in business. I have changed a lot in these
three years and I hope to bring back a little of
Japan with me, just as I hope to leave a little bit of
America behind. I am grateful for the opportunity
to live and teach in Kikuyo. I hope that many more
people around the world can come see Kikuyo
Town through the JET (Japan Exchange and
Teaching Programme) because they will definitely
fall in love with it!

[ will never forget Kikuyo and all of the people
that make this town so special. Please come visit
me in America someday.

Your Friend, ?’Z
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