Goodbye Kikuyo!

It seems as though it was just the other day
when I first arrived on that hot summer day in
Kikuyo exactly two years ago. [ had come straight
to Japan after graduating from my University in
California to become an ALT. And although I had
visited Japan many times before, it was my first
time actually living in a different country on my
own to start work. I had also never been to Kuma-
moto before. I was very nervous because so many
things were new for me. A new surrounding, a
new job, new friends, and a new life. However,
when I arrived in Kikuyo and met the individuals
of this town, I was immediately relieved from my
WoOrTies.

I had the great privilege of teaching English to
students of all ages. It was an amazing opportu-
nity for me to see how each grade level of students
was different. The 5 year olds in Musashigaoka
Daiichi, Musashigaoka Daini, Momiji, and Shira-
suzu Hoikuen were energetic and eager to learn
English through games. The 6-12 year olds in
Musashigaoka, Musashigaoka Kita, and Kikuyo
Nishi Elementary always greeted me with open
arms full of joy when I entered the teacher’s room.
The teenagers at Musashigaoka Junior High
School, who I have spent most of my time here
with, have shown me how much they can grow
both mentally and physically each school year.
And finally, the adults at Seibu Center that I
taught Eikaiwa to, were a great group of individu-
als who I was able to become great friends with.

In August, I will go back to the US in order to
search for a job in Marketing. I have learned a lot
about myself and about others throughout my two
years here in Kumamoto. I have learned much
about the Japanese culture and I would like to
bring what I have learned back with me to the US.
And I hope that I have left some parts of myself
with the individuals in this town.

I am so thankful that I was able to come live
and teach English in a great town such as Kikuyo.
I have made so many friends here, many of which
I consider family. Thank you for everything that
you have done for me. I am truly thankful to have
met you and I will never forget you!
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